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TP COR. che. iv. ver. 1. 


Lis: 4 Man ſo account of us, as of the 


Miniſters of Chrift, and Stewards of 
the [yſteries of God. 


== has been a common Practice 
in the Writers of the Chriſtian 
Church, to apply what is ſaid 
in this and fſuch-like Paſſages 
of Scripture, (originally meant 
of the Apoſtles of our Bleſſed Saviour) to the 
reſpective Governours and Paſtours of it, at 
the Time when they wrote ; and had it in 
their view, either to lay before them the 
Nature of their Hol Function, or to excite 
them to a faithful D; 
of it. And this they have done from Time 


to Time, without any Deſign (as we have all 
the reaſon in the world to believe) of Impo- | 


ſing upon Mankind by ſuch a Prad ice; or 


any the leaſt apprehenſion that it cobld offend 
either God or Man. 


But it has happened (1 know: not ell 


how) amongſt our ſelves of late, that the 


8 of this Practice has given very 


great Offence ; and has been artfully enough 
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repreſented by (4) ſome, a8 fotting the 
meaneſt Ge Perfon amongſt us, how 


- unworthy ſoever of it upon other Accounts, 
upon the ſame foot of Eſteem with an imme- 


diate Apoſtle of Chriſt, and that in order 


to carry, on the more ſpecioyfly a wicked De- 
fign of bringing the Minds and Conſciences 


of the Laity . greater Subjection to the 
Authority of the Clergy, than is conſiſtent 
with their Liberty either as Men or Chri- 
ſtians. A heavy Charge, indeed, if true 
but therefore we have the more reaſon to 
hope that there is no ſufficient; Foundation 
for it, in ſuch a Proteſtant Church as ours is. 


I am very unwilling at this Time, and 
on ſo ſolemn an Occaſion, (where nothing but 
the pleaſing ſound. of Chriſtian Love and 


Unity ſhould be heard, ) to touch, upon any. 


Controverſy that may.diſturb that Harmony, 


or divert either my own, or your Minds, 


from the more important Buſineſs now in 


hand. But ſince, by chuſing theſ Words 


of St. Paul for the Subject of my preſent. 


Diſcourſe, I find my ſelf in great danger of 


running into the Fault, (if it be a 


Fault) which has been fo ſeverely cenſured 


and condemned in others; I muſt beg Leave, 


before I proceed any farther, to juſtiſie 
at leaſt my own Practice in this Par- 
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of Scripture there is nothing contained or 


* 


ticular, and to ſhew you for what Reaſats 
I think it both Lawful and Uſeful thus o 
apply this and the like Paſſages of Holy 
Scripture to the reſpe&ive Governours and 
Paſtours: of the Church in this or any other 
Age of it. And the Reaſons I ſhall give 
are. I'wo. 1 
Firft, Becauſe in this or the like Paſſages 


implied, but what may, with equal Truth, 

be ſaid of any preſent Governours, r 
Paſtours of Chriſt's Church, as it was f 
the Apoſtles themſelves. They are here 

called Miniſters of Chriſt, and Stewards of 

the Myſteries of God; and in other places, 
Labourers in God's Vineyard; Paſtours of his 1 Cor. 3. a. 
Flock ; Ambaſſadours 722 him; and the like. ry 3 
Now, as ſome of theſe Expreſſions give us an 2Cor. 53. ao. 
Idea of the Original, and all of them repre- 9 
ſent the Nature of the ſacred Miniſtry of the bs 
Church of Chriſt, there ſeems to; be no juſt bh 
reaſon why they may not be equally appli- 


cable to all, in all Ages of the Church, 

© Whoſe Authority is derived from the fame Ori- 

.- Sinal, and whoſe Office is, in every reſpect, 
as far as theſe Expreſſions reach, the ſame. 
Was the Authority then which the; Apoſtles I 
had, To preach. the Goſpel, To call Men to I 


Repentance,.. Io admit Believers into te 
Kingdom of Chriſt, 9 8 Above, and not from lf 
Men; ( and this is ſufficiently implied, where 


they are ſaid to be the Miniſters of Chrif ' 
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Eph. 4˙1 1 . 


Luk, 12. 


Tos 


like?) ſo, I preſume, is ours too ; ſinte we 


can have no Authority in ſuch Matters as 
theſe, but what has been derived to us from 
them, and what originally flowed from the 
ſaid Divine Fountain that theirs did, even 
Chriſt the Head of his Church; and who, 
when he aſcended into Heaven, gave theſe 
Gifts and this Authority unto Men. 
Again ; Was it the Offce of the Apoſtles 
to ſerve Chriſt and his Family in the ſacred 
Miniſtry of his Word; To diſpenſe to his 
Subjects their Spiritual Meat in due ſeaſon ; 
To feed the Church of God, which he had 


+ purchaſed with his own Blood; To labour 
5. in his Vineyard; To beſeech Men, in his 
ſtead, to be reconciled unto God; and, in one 


word, to take a proper Care of the Viſible 


Members of Chriſt's Church, when formed 


into a Viſible Society, and an Outward Pro- 
feſſion of the Chriſtian Faith > And is not all 
this ſtill the Offce and indiſpenſable Duty of 
the Clergy of the Church of Chriſt in every 


Age? and muſt indeed be ſo to the End of 


the World > Where then is the great Fault, 
if being under all theſe Obligations of Duty 
and Service, as much as the Apoſtles: of our 
Bleſſed. Saviour were, we are deſirous to re- 
tain the Honour of being called, as on 
were; the Miniſters of Chrift, and Stewards 
of the Myſteres of God? or of wiſhing that 
Men would account of us as ſuch, for their 
own ſakes, rather than ours? ſince it is plain, 
that, unleſs all our ſolemn. Ordinations and 

ON | Conſecra- 


„ 
. * 
91 %s . 
6 © 


ns 


» 3D 


„„ r e LEES 4 


1 


Y, 


our hands, fo thoſe who are willing. and 
fitted to receive them. Which does not im- 


ply (as ſome very unkindly would inſinuate) 
that we pretend to have the Arbitrary Diſpo- 
ſal of them in our own Power; or, which 
is ſtill worſe, to bind Almighty God himſelf 
to confirm whatever we do on Earth, For 
without our claiming ſuch, I may call it, a 


blaſphemous Power to our ſelves, God may 
yet think fit to uſe the Miniſtry of Men, in 
diſpenſing his Favours to thoſe whom he ſees 
fit for them, tho he neither wants, nor expects 
our judgment, to determine Him who are the 
proper Objects of them; nor always confirms 
what fallible Men, in a Miniſterial capacity 
only, do here on Earth. Hitherto then, I think 
we may, without any great breach of Modeſty, 
juſtify the applying thoſe general Titles which 
were firſt given to the Apoſtles of Chriſt, 


with reſpe& to the Nature and the Original 


of their Office, to the Governaurs and Pa- 
ſtours of the Church of Chriſt, in the ſeveral 

Ages of it, ſince they all ſeem to be upon the 
ſame foot in theſe Points. Nor is there, | 
- Secondly, leſs reaſon for doing ſo, if we 
conlider, that, as to the General Duties of 
the Apoſtolical Office above mentioned, the 
ey Z 

* 
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Conſecrations are Matters of Form onl 15 & 
and a meet Mockery both of God and _—_— 
Man, the Miniſtry of Reconciliation is ſtill i cor. 3, 
committed to us; and that God does, in the * _ © 
ordinary way of Conveyance, diſpenſe the 
gracious Favours of the Goſpel of Chriſt by 
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SGSaovernours and Paſtours of che Chriſtian 
church, in all Ages of it, may, 1 
3 Grace of God, and their own ſincere Endea- 
vours, fo fully diſcharge every branch of 


much as the Apoſtles themſelves were, 'the 
Miniſter: of Chriſt, and Stewards o the 
Myſteries of God. We all certainly know 


dur Diſtinction from the reſt of our Chri- 
Man Brethren, that we ſhould endeavour to 
be ſuch as the Apoſtles were in all theſe re- 


Stations we are in, whether we act in a higher 
or a lower Sphere, govern and feed the Flock 


much Charity, and Diligence, and Sincerity 

as even the Apoſtles of Chriſt did, in the or- 

dinary Conduct of themſelves in their Mi- 

Fs, niſtry. Every Age of the Church, God be 

Cor. 11. thanked, has produced ſome ſuch Imitators of 
i v1 them, as they were of Chriſt ; nor are the 

yet wanting 1n our own, We ma WICK 

againſt Errors and Corruptions in Doctrine, 

as ſtrictly as they did 3 we may reprove Inf- 

delity and Vice, with the ſame Boldneſs; re- 


tion: We may (under the never-failmg 
Aſſiſtances of Divine Grace to the. Sincere 

| thine in every part of our Holy Function 

. Phile2.15. as Lights in the midft of a crooked and perverſe. 

Generation; and by our Doctrines, Corrections, 
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them, as to deſerve to be accounted, as 


chat this is our Duty, and the only ground of 


ſpects. We may, according to the ſeveral | 


15 of Chriſt committed to our Care, with as 


commend Faith and Obedience to the Laws 
of Chriſt, with the ſame Zeal and Reſolu- 
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e and Inſtructions, may, and Lag 
do, turn many to Righteouſneſs, and advance 
the Kingdom of Chriſt in the Hearts and 
Lives of Men, both at ont and Abroad, 
as the Apoſtles did. 

Miracles, indeed, we have none to eotivers 
the World by z and here we muſt fall ſhort 
of the Apoſtles, as we pretend not to come up 
to, or imitate them in ſome 'other parts of 
their Conduct, which were more fit, perhaps, 
for thoſe earlieſt Days of Chriſtianity, than 
any that have been ſince : But excepting ſuch 
Extraordinary Caſes as theſe, a Biſhop or a 
Presbyter of the Church of Chriſt now, may 
diſcharge the General Duties of the Apoſto- 
lical Office as well, and (by the Grace of 
God) as effectually, as the Apoſtles did. And 
if they do ſo, where is the Harm of giving 
them the ſame honourable Titles and Appel- 
lations that ry had ? or of applying to them 
ſach Marks of Diſtin&ion, as their equally 
- diſtinguiſhed Labours deſerve? - 

Nay, it ſeems to be fo far from having any 
Harm in it, that I cannot but think it muſt be 
of great Uſe to the Chriſtian Church: As 
this Honour is but a juſt Reward to thoſe who 
do well, ſo it may ſerve to.awaken the Sloth- 
ful and the Negligent. If we look upon our 
ſielves, in our ſtate of Diſtinction from the reſt 
of our Chriſtian Brethren, only as the Miniſters 
_ "of Men, we may perhaps be tempted to have 
Jeſs Zeal than we ſhould have, for the proper 
Work of the Miniſtry. ha if we are _ 
by 63 an 
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and believe that we are, by Office and Di- 


vine Appointment, the Miniſters of -Chriſt ; 
tho” ſtill, for the Good of Mankind, this muſt 
give another turn to our Thoughtsz we muſt 
in this View of our ſelves, ſee plainly Who it is, 
whom we ſhall principally pleaſe or offend, in 
the faithful or careleſs Performance of our Du- 
ty : We ſhall be convinced, that it is not a ſlight 
Matter, to be unfaithful to ſuch a Truſt com- 
mitted to us by ſuch.a Superiour. The Myſte- 
ries of the Goſpel, which He has given us to 


diſpenſe, will ſtrike an Awe upon our Minds. 


And tho' the lively ſenſe of all this may make 


2Cor. 2. 16. us ſometimes cry out, with St. Paul, Who is 
| ſufficient for theſe things? Yet it will, in all 


probability, hinder us, when once we have 


Luke 9.52. put our hand to the plough, from looking back 


again; leſt, for ſo doing, we ſhould be thought 
unworthy of the Kingdom of God. 7 2 

Por theſe Reaſons therefore, I am con- 
vinced, that the conſtant Practice of apply- 
ing ſuch Paſſages as theſe (tho firſt uſed 
concerning the Apoſtles) to the preſent 
Governours and Paſtours of the Church, 


in any Age of it, is ſo far from being a 


Fault, that it is, with reſpe& to their Office in 
General, no more than giving them their Due ; 
and with reſpe& to the Management of that 


Office, it has been, and may be ſtill, of great 


Uſe to ſupport the faithfull Labourers in 


. Chriſt's ko in a chearful Perſeve- 


rance to the End ; and to quicken others 
to do their Duty, no leſs *poſlible to them, 


than 
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ſo Conclude. And, 


2 
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n 
than to the Apoſtles themſelves, in their ordi- 


wy Capacity of being Miniſters of Chrift, 
x | 


Stewards of the Myſteries of God. 

And having thus opened the Way to my 
Text, by removing this modern Prejudice 

againſt the Uſe I intend to make of it; 


I can now go on the more boldly to con- 


ſider it with a particular View to the preſent 
great Occaſion: And this I ſhall do in the 
tollowing Method. : | 
Firſt, I ſhall explain the Character St. Paul 
here aſſumes to himſelf, and which his 
Succeſſours, in the general Offices of Govern- 
ns and Teaching in the Chriſtian Church, 
ſtill bear, as it is repreſented to us by the 
Expreſſions of the Miniſters of Chrif, and 
Stewards. of the Myſteries of God. 

Secondly, I ſhall ſhew you what St, Paul 
moſt probably meant, when he enjoined the 
Corinthians, and in them all Chriſtians in 
general, ſo to account. of hin and his Suc- 
ceſſours in the ſame Offices, as of the Mini- 
ſters of Chriſt, and Stewards of the Myſteries 
of God. And then, | | 

Thirdly and Laſtly, I ſhall draw an In 
ference. or two from what has been ſaid, and 

Firſt, I ſhall explain the Character St. Paul 
here aſſumes to himſelf, and which his 
Succeſſours, in the general Offices of Govern- 
ing and Teaching in the Chriſtian Church, 


till bear, as it is repreſented to us by the 


Expreſſions of the Miniſters of Chriſt, and 
e 5 2 Stewards 


repreſenting the 


* 


%% 
Stewards of the e of God. The 


Character, are, in the Origi- 
nal, 'TTyiras # Oizeviuss, both implying a 
Miniſterial Capacity: The former — 
either any Servant in general, who mini- 
ſters to another as his Super iour; or in 
particular, as the Word was ſometimes uſed, 
(a) that Servant who waited on the 


Soldiers in an Army, to ſupply them with 


Luke 12. 
42. 


Mat. 26. 
28. 


Neceſſaries, and who was one of the four 


Officers who attended on, and was placed 
next to the foremoſt Rank. And the latter 
Word ſignifies a Steward in a large Family, 
to whom, as our Bleſſed Saviour himſelf de- 
ſcribes his Employment, the Maſter of the Fa- 
mily commits the Rule of his Houfbold in his Ab- 


ſence, and whom he appoints to give them their 


Meat in due ſeaſon, So that from both theſe 
Expreſſions, the Character which the Go- 
vernours and  Paſtours of the - Chriſtian 


Church bear in it, appears plainly to be 
no other than that of Servants or Miniſters. 


That Character which even our Bleſſed: Sa- 
viour did not diſdain to take to himſelf, 
but ſpeaking of the Deſign of his coming 
into the World, he ſays expreſly, that he 
came not to be niniſtred unto, but to mini- 
fer, and to give his Life à Ranſom for 
many. And with regard to the fame Cha- 
racter, he tells us in another place, that 
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s he, was. amongſt his Diſciples as one that ue . 
„ ſerved and again, . that he came not to do n s. 
a his-own Will, but the Will of nm that ſent 38. : 
'S Bim. And therefore, as our Saviour argues — 
i- upon another Occaſion, we whom he has 2 
n appointed to miniſter unto him, ſhould not 

© decline the Character of Servants too; be- 


ie cauſe the Diſciple is not, nor ought to be Mar. 10. 
i above his Maſter, nor the Servant above his ***5* 
3 Lord ; but it is enough for the Diſciple to be as 

d his Maſter, and the Servant as his Lord. 


ww Nor do any of the other Titles, which 

7 ate given to us in the Holy Scriptures, 

e- carry our Character at all higher, however 

2— they may ſeem to do ſo; for what are 

2 Ambaſſadours but ſtill Servants, tho of a 

ir higher Order, to their Prince or Sovereign? 

ſe What are even Angels, in the Original and 

hs. proper Notation of the Word, but Servants 

n do thoſe who ſend them as Meſſengers, not 

Je to do their own Buſineſs, but theirs whoſe 

8. Meſſengers they are? And therefore thoſe 

a- Happy Beings above, who are fo peculiarly 

f, called Angels, from their Office under the 

8 Great King and Governour of the World, 

be are by the Author of the Epiſtle to the 

i- Hlebrems, ſaid to be mm/ſtring or ſerving 

or ſpirits, ſent forth to wimſter to them whomev.r. 14, 

a- foall be Heirs of Salvation. No wonder then, 

at that we who are employed in the ſame. graci- 

3 ous Work, ſhould have the ſame Title given us, 

; from the Services we do to the ſame Common #4 
| Head and Sovereign the Lord Chriſt Jeſus. &&» 
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But tho we do not deny, but glory in 

this our Character of Servants, yet we are 
willing at the ſame time to have it remem- 
bred whoſe Servants we are, and what our 
Service is; and of theſe the Text farther 
informs us, that we are the Miniſters or 
and Stewards of the 
Myſteries of God. So that we are not princi- 
pally the Servants of Men, in the capacity of 

Miniſters, but of Chriſt and of God. Tho' for 

Chriſt's fake, and God's Glory, we chearfull 

become, as St. Paul, elſewhere expreſſes himſelf, 

2 Cor. 4.5. Their Servants too, in the ſame ſenſe as the 

Steward of a Family (who generally has 

ſome fort of Authority over the reſt of the 

Family,) may yet be ſaid to be their Servant 


Servants of Chriſt, 


on. the Place, (a) that a Steward mu 


for whom he provides their Meat in due 
ſeaſon 5 that is, as he faithfully executes 
the Commiſſion of his Lord and Maſter, 
in taking due Care of all thoſe who are 
committed to his Charge, and ſo ſerves 
them in all their Wants and Neceſſities, tho 
he received none of his Power originally 
from them. | Pein 
It is indeed required of him (as St. Paul 
ſays expreſly in the Verſe after my Text, 
verſe 2d. that he be found faithful. 
is a very juſt Obſervation of St. Chr 
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ſay, that his Maſter's Goods are his, but ra- 


ther that Bis are his Maſter's ; and it is, as 


he farther adds, neceſſary, that he ſhould 
think thus, to prevent his with- holding from 
others what is their due ; but yet he is 
properly the Servant of his Maſter, and not 
of thoſe to whom he thus miniſters for his 
Mafter's ſake. | Let it not then be thought 
too aſſuming, in us, that we think our ſelves 
principally and properly.the Servants of Chriſt, 
and not the Servants of Men, any otherwiſe than 
as we miniſter under Him for their ſpiritual 
Good and Advantage ; which ought indeed 


to be our Glory too, and Crown of Rejcy- 1 Theſl. a. 


cing, eſpecially where our Labours in Chriſt's ?. 


Service meet with the defired Succeſs. 
Which Labours are the only Thing re- 


maining to be obſerved on this Head, as 


repreſenting. the Nature of that Service in 


which we miniſter to our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


intimated in that part of the Text, where 
we are called the Stewards of the Myſteries of 


God; that is, in other Words, the Diſpenſers 
of the Grace of the Goſpel to Mankind: 

In manifeſting of which Grace to them, God 
has diſcovered ſuch Myſteries of Wiſdom, of 


Power, and of Goodneſs, as were not known 
to the World before, and are not yet (while 


we only ſee things as through a 'glaſs darkly) 1 Cor. 13. 
| - 12. | 


to be fully comprehended by us. 

__ Theſe Things our Bleſſed Saviour came 
himſelf into the World, to publiſh for the 
Good and Benefit of Mankind; but as the 


Scheme 


i 


1 Cor. 
cha. 5. 


ls "TR. 

Scheme of our Redemption, laid in the'Eter2 
mal Counſels of God, did not permit him ts 

abide for ever with us here on Earth, but 


called for him back again to the Boſom of 
his Father; he therefore appointed Stewards 
ta ſupply his Place, and to give his ſpiritual 


Children their Meat in due ſeaſon; and as 


the poſſefied Damſel, in Ad, 16. ver. 17.*ex- 

preſſes it, to be the Servants of the moſt High 

God, to ſbem unto Men the way of Salvation." 

Ibis then is the proper Buſineſs and Ser- 

vice of the Miniſters of Chriſt, (viz.) to 
publiſh to Mankind the glad Tydings 

of the Goſpel of Peace, and to be Fellow- 
Labourers and Fellow-Workers with him, 

(ſince he vouchſafes us that Honour,) in re- 
conciling Sinners to their offended God. To 

i Cor. 2.7. this end, they are to make known the Wiſ- 
dom of God in 4 Myftery, and to call Men t9 
Repentance, and to the 3 of the 

2 Tim. 2: Truth, as it is in Chriſt Jeſus. ' They are to 
<4 preach the Word in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon; 


2 Tim. 4. 2. to exhort, admomſh, and rebuke with - all . 


Tic. 2. 15. Authority; to. admit thoſe, who are duly 
qualified for fo great a ' Favour, into the 
Church, by Baptiſm; and to exclude thoſe, 
who by their Misbehaviour have unquali- 


of the Communion. of it. They are to diſ- 
penſe the Bread of Life, and the Cup of Sal- 
vation, to thoſe. who hunger and thrift 
after that ſpiritual Food and Nouriſhments 


I 


_ 


. OS &. 


fied themſelves for ſo great a Bleſſing, out 


1 Pete 4. and @s every one has received the Gift, as. 
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; Toto miniſter the ſame as good Stewards of the 

3 manifold Grace of God. is then, to con- 

þ clude my Firſt Head, is our Character, that 

c we ate the Servants of Chriſt ; and this our 

. * ou or Employment, to be Stewards and 

| Diſpenſers of the Myſteries of God. Let us 

4 thetefore go on now, in tze 

4 | 

, Second place, To enquire, what St. Paul, 

moſt probably meant, when he enjoined the 

8 Corinthians, and in them, all Chriſtians in 

0 general, ſo to account of him, and his Suc- 

8 ceſſuurs in the ſame Offices, as of the Mini- 

; niſters of Chriſt, and Stewards of the My- 

5 fteries of God. And for the better judging 

7 of this Matter, it will be neceſſary to look 

I a little *back, and obſerve the particular 

— Occaſion of theſe Words. There were in the 

I Church of Corinth, at the time when St. Paul 

* wrote this Epiſtle, ver Fra Contentions, 

0 and an unuſual lind of Difference amongſt „ 

3 them, on the Account of their Teachers: 

1 For as they whoſe Buſineſs and Endeavour 

it is to Inſtruct and Reform Mankind, do 

0 very often meet with no other Returns for- 

4 their Labours, and good Intentions, but 

1 thoſe of Slight and Contempt, and ſometimes ® *' 

it. worſe Uſage ; here the Cale was quite other? „ 

A wiſe : For the Contentions were not direfly f 

* apainſt, but in favour of their ſeveral Teach... 

{| ers; tho it might, and did happen accidental» | 

% Iy, that as one encreaſed in their ill grounded WE 

m - . Favour,” 10 did another decreaſe ; and the 5 

ſo * 3 Admirers = 

| 4 * 3 4 4 
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Admirers of Apollos naturally fell into a lefs | 
eſteem of St. Paul, than they ought to have had 
of him; and fo again, they that were of Paul, 
treated Apollos in like manner. But as this 
was only the conſequence of a wrong Eſteem 
at firſt, the principal Diſpute was not, whey 
ther they ſhould have any Inſtructors, or no; 

but of thoſe which they had, and were wil- 

ling to own as ſuch, which were the beſt. 

And therefore, in ſuch à Contention as this, 

every one of theſe Miniſters of Chriſt had his 
| 1Cor. 1. 12. Followers and Adwirers ; but then there 
in were ſome who were for Paul, ſome for Cephas 
1 or Peter, and others for Apollos. Some, indeed, 
l ess it follows) faid they were of (pril: But 


4 


whatever they meant by ſay ing fo, which. it is 
not eaſy to know, they could not be partial 
Mm with reſpe& to any particular Miniſter of 
i Chriſt ; fince they ſeen, by what they (aid, to 
1 have been for none at all. Nor does St. Paul take 
any farther notice of them, in the proſecution 
of his Argument; as not falling dire&ly in his 
1 way, whatever their particular Opinion was, 
„ or how faulty ſoever they might be in Aivi- a 
ding even for Griſt, as they pretended. 


Perſons into their particular Miſtakes, was, 
their not duly obſerving the true Nature of 
the Goſpel Miniſtry, or in what Capacity,” ' 
and to what Ends and Purpoſs, either 
Paul, or Apollos, ot Cephaz, or any, other 
Servant of Chriſt, miniſtred unto them 
They had been ufed before, in their ſtate 
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Now, that which led the reſt, of theſe 
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of Hleatheniſm, to the wiſdom, of words, as 
St. Paul calls the Heathen Learning, in the 


Firſt Chapter of this Epiſtle ; their Ears had Ver. 17 


been long filled and entertained with the 
fine Harangues and ſet Diſcourſes of their 
Philoſophers and Oratours, and theſe had 
made ſuch a deep Impreſſion upon them, that 
they could not eaſily reliſh any thing elſe from 
the Apoſtles of Chriſt, but the ſame excellency 


* 


of ſpeech and of wiſdom ; and the nearer any Cap. 2. 


of them. came up to it, the more ready were 
they to follow and admire them, to glory 
in them, and reſt upon them as the Au- 
thors, rather than the Helpers of their Faith. 
And as Apollos's Character is given in the 
18th of the A,, at the 24th Verſe, that 
he was 'an eloquent Man, as well as mighty 
in the Scriptures, and fervent in the ſpirit ; 
it is no wonder that he had a great number 
of ſuch Admirers, and, to ſpeak in our 
modern Language, was mightily followed in 
thoſe Days ; and Cephas or Peter, whether 
he had the ſame Eloquence or no, yet as it 
appears from his general Character and con- 
ſtant Behaviour, having a great deal of 
Warmth and Vehemency in his Temper, 


which could not but ſhew it ſelf in his Ad- 


dreſſes to his Hearers, he might gain thereby 
unavoidably on their Affections and Eſteem, 
and by that means become the Head of an- 
other Party, not by his own Choice, but by 
their Prejudices. And perhaps St. Paul's 
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=o particular Excellency, and that whereby he 
3 gained a Set of Admirers and Followers too, 
Chap. a. was his {fudionſly declining every thing that 
look'd like humane Wiſdom and Elaquence 
in preaching the Goſpel, and only declaring 
to them, 1n a plain, ſimple, and natural way, 
the Teſtimony of God, as he calls it. For 
this, perhaps, the better and wiſer fort of 
_g 2. Chriſtians might glory in him more than 
ee they ſhould have done, as others did in 
Apollos for his Eloquence, or in Cephas 
for his Fervour and Vehemency of Spirit. 
But whether theſe, or any other Prejudices, 
in favour of theſe Holy Perſons, (for there 
is no being poſitive in a Matter left ſo much 
in the dark as this is) were the Occaſion of 
the Diviſions at Corinth, it is very plain, that 
they admired rather too much than too little 
their Paſtours and Inſtructors, and either upon 
falſe and miſtaken grounds, or ſuppoſing them 
right, yet, in an undue meaſure and manner, 
depended on them more than they ought to have 
done. St. Paul therefore had no occaſion to 
reprove them for ſlighting or undervaluing 
1 him and his Fellow-Labourers in general, for 
this they did not, but for ſetting too high 
a Value upon them, for thoſe things chiefly 
which did not properly belong to them 4 
Miniſfers of Chriſt, nor were eſſential to their 
Character as Stewards of the Myſteries of God. 
That which this Character required of them 
Was, as St. Paul ſays cxpreſly in the ha 1 
M os Ret, He | 


{72 ? » 


mw AoC PASO Sg g. F ©5932 8.38. 


255 


— — ——- — 


4 
4 


e Endowments, and the Character 
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after the Text, that. they be found faithjub ; == 
not taking to themſelves, as it were by force, = 
the Dignity of their Maſter, hut doing all they | 7 
could to nale him eſteemed and beloved, as 
Theodaret explains the Words (4). But theſe 
miſguided Corinthians did not ſeem, by their 
Behaviour, to lay any great ſtreſs upon this 
point of Faithfulneſs to their Truſt in their ' LJ 
ſeveral Teachers, but only eſteemed them for 


their ornamental Abilities, as Wiſe, or Ele- 1 

quent, or Zealous Perſons; and thereby fell + 

into a vain Admiration of ſome, to the Pre- 

judice and Diſcouragement probably of others, 

and were puffed up, (as it is afterwards ex- cha. 4. 

preſſed) for one againſt another, over looking 

the main Things for which they ought to 

have eſteemed them al, (viz.) their Autho- 

rity in Common as Miniſters of Chriſt, and 

their Buſineſs as Stewards of the Myſteries of vo 

God, and their Faithfulneſs to their Maſter © 

in the Diſcharge of their Truſt. 
And therefore when St. Paul was to ſet this 

Matter right, he plainly diſtinguiſhes between 

the Man conſidered in himſelf, and with his 
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bears of a Miniſter of Chriſt, and enjoyns the 


only, as the true way to put an End to their 
unhappy Contentions on this Head, Let @ * 
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"Hen (fis be) ſo Account of us} öl the Mic 


niſtert of Chriſt, and Stewards of the Myſte- 


ries of God; that is, Let no Man look on us 


as acting by our own Authority, or for our 
own Advantage; let him not ground his 
Eſteem of us, and Reſpe& towards us, on ſuch 
things as either do not belong to us at all, 


or are meerly ornamental in us. We are not 


either Philoſophers, or Oratours, Wiſemen, 


Seribes, or Diſputers of this World, nor yet 


ſpiritual Kings and Princes, in it : Our true 
Character is that of Miniſters of Chriſt; and 
our proper Buſineſs and Imployment is, to 


diſpenſe the Myſteries of God, like faithful 


Stewards of his Houſhold, to thoſe who are 
in it. And if, on theſe Accounts, any Man 


ſhall eſteem and value us, we can receive ſuch 


Honour for our Maſter's ſake, tho not for 


our own ; knowing, that when we have done 
all that was commanded us, we have done no 
more than it was our Duty to do; and hat 
101 all, we are ſtill but unprofitable ſervants : 

r if we are deſpiſed or undervalued on 
the Account of this our Character and 
Employment, it ought to be 4 very ſmall 
thing to us, that we are thus judged of 


Men, ſince they are not properly © our 


Judges in this Caſe ; and we Know that 
we ſerve a Maſter, who both can and will 


| Judge us, according to the Sincerity of our 


earts, and the Integrity of our Hands in 
his Eye-fight. hei zan en 2 
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This 1 take to be the true ſenſe and 
deſigu of this Paſſage of St. Paul (a), which 
was not, (as ſome ſeem to miſtake it) chiey 
intended to magnify. his Office, but to ſet 
the preſumed Dignity of it upon its true and 


Proper Foundation. Tho indeed, by neceſſary 


Conſequence, there is no magnifying it like 
ſetting it in a true light, and repreſenting it 
fairly and impartially to thoſe, from whom we 
expect a juſt and honourable Regar@to it. 
For whatever. a. Heathen: or à Jew: may. 
think of the Name of Chriſt, it muſt ſure be 
ſacred and venerable to a Chriſtiaun, who. 
owns.. him for his Lord and bis God; who 
has given up himſelf to his Obedience, and 
rejoyces in him as his Saviour -and mighty 
Dellverer. To ſerve: him, & So den, Ni, 
than whom nothing is better, (as the devout 
Father (b) of old ſpeaks) muſt undoubtedly: 
be thought, by every one that knows him, 
to be a Poſt of Honour, as well as Labour. 
And this is what another Father (e) calls 
lupe xñ Pu To yiews, to meaſure the Honour 
by the Nature of the Offiſ ee. 
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(a) L have underſtood this whole Diſcourſe, as Clement of 
Rome of old, and; ſome of our beſt Commentators of late have 
done, upon good reaſons, of the Perſons. . of Paul, and 
Petey, and Apollos, and bot as only in a figure transferred 
to them from other Per ſons; that Expteffion at the 6th 

erſe of chis Chapter, which. has led ſome to think orher-, 

ile, being fairly enough applicable to one particular branch 
2 Diſcourſe of St. Paul. See Grotius and hit) on the 
P et. : | 7 4+ pate  ettrxcy woes 4 ? 
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But then, I fear, we ſhall never gain any 
thing like this true Honour, by calling upon 
Men, as the pretended Infallible Head of the 
Church of Rome does, (and I hope no — 
elſe is fo fooliſh) to account of us as Loi * 
and Kings over them, as having Domino 
over their Faith and their Conſciences, and 
4 Power committed to us, not for their 
Edification, but Deſtruction. 

Nor, ön the other hand, fhall we ever 
have their Eſteem and Reſpect in a true and 
proper way, if we ſeek it only by humane 
Methods, and a worldly Wiſdom, by bare 
excellency of Speech, or ſtudied Eloquence; 
thefe things may recommend us to their Ears 
and perhaps their Table-talk, but they 
will never give us 4 place in their inward 
Eſteem and Affections, where alone we muft 
reign, (pardon a common Expreſſion, if it 
ſeem too bold) if we expect to do any Good 
in the World ; at leaſt not ſuch a one as can 
afford us any real Comfort in the Diſcharge 
of our Duty as Miniſters of Chriſt; which 
we cannot but know, is of a different Na- * 
ture from the Art of pleaſing Mens Fancies, 
or gratifying their Curioſities. The Myſteries 
of Chriſtianity committed to us, are not 
thoſe of Nature, but of Grace and as the Sal- 
vation of Men, in the ordinary way, depends 
on our faithful diſpenfing of them ; {6 
will undoubtedly their Eſteem of us ( it 
they know what they do) for our Labors 
in ſo good a Work, as well as our * . 
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Y. Hort and Satisfaction, in reflecting on what 8 
n we have done, | ws will % 3 
* Me only then beg Leave to ſay to the "of 
y Laity of the Chriſtian Church, as St. Paul did . 
8. | to his C orinthians, Let 2A Man ſo account * 
x of us, as of the Miniſters of Chriſt, and Stew- 
& ards of the Myſteries of God: And ſurely, in 


ſaying this, we can never give a juſt Offence 
to any reaſonable Man; for this only implies, 
that it is his Duty to look upon us as 
Friends, and not as Enemies, for bringing 
to him the glad Tydings of the Goſpel, to 
pay a due and a ſerious Attention to us, in the 
diſcharge. of our weighty Office, and to 
receive with Meekneſs the Word of Life, 
which we diſpenſe unto him; to admit of 
our Exhortations, as the tenders of our Love 
and Concern for his Soul; and our Reprofs, 
as the Wounds of a Friend, and not of an 
Enemy ; to look upon us as the Helpers of 
his Joy here, and the Promoters, as far as 
it is in our poor Powers, of his everlaſting: 
Happineſs hereafter: We only defire every 

Man to remember, that ig all this, we do 
not act (as I ſajd-before) by our own Autho- 

_ rity, nor for our own Advantage, We ſerve. 
the ſame Maſter that the reſt of our Chriſtian 
Brethren do, tho' in a different and nearer 
Capacity, and that in Offices of real Benefit 
to Mankind; and therefore I think we 
may reaſonably hope for ſuch Regard, as the 
Dignity and Uſefulneſs of our Station de- 
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| ſerves, eſpecially 
found: faithful in the diſcharge of "the 


Duties of it. | „ 
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if we take care to be 


But I had rather leave this Inference to 
be made by every Man's own private Reflexion, 
than inſiſt farther upon it, how naturally 
ſoever it may flow from what has been 
ſaid : Nay, (tho' perhaps I may be thought 


ther the Miniſters of Chriſt ſhould loſe ſome 
of that Eſteem and Reſpect they may juſtly 
lay Claim to for their Works ſake, than run 
the hazard of being thought to ſeek their 
own Glory more than that of him who ſent 
them, by pleading too warmly for it, even 
under the greateſt Provocations, which ſome 
think have been given. us in this looſe and 


degenerate Age; but yet had better, in my 


Opinion, have been overlooked, than 
indiſcreetly reſented 5 which, I fear, has 


been the fault on one fide, as much as 


unreaſonable Contempt has been on the 
other. | 


And thus having gone through the chief 
Parts of my preſent Buſineſs; I come now, as 
I promiſed, in the 1 


T upird and Laſt place, To draw an Infer- 


ence or two from what has been ſaid, and ſo 
Conclude. And, LF: Were | 


to ſpeak as a fool, in ſaying ſo,) I had ra- 
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i, We may ary, froth the Occaſion of 
St. Paus Diſcourſe 

againſt that common, but very pernicious 
| lnfirmity, of having Mens Perſous in Admi- 


n this place, to guard 


ration, upon the account of ſuch things as 


*muſt appear very little, when compared with 


the great and weighty Matters of Religion 
It was a waht of this branch of Chriſtian 
Circumſpection, that gave occaſion to th 
Heats -and Quarrels at Corinth, and created 
ſuch Uneaſineſs to the true and fincere 


Apoſtles of Chriſt, and chreatned fo much 


Miſchief to the Cauſe they were engaged in, 
if not timely remedied. For what would 
have become at laſt of the great Deſign of 
Chriſtianity, which was to reform Mankind, 
and fave Sinners from Eternal. Deſtruction, 
if the Humour had continued, of valuing 
the Miniſters of Chriſt, and Stewards. o 
the Myſteries of God, for no other reaſon 
but their Wit or  Eloquence, or any other 


Ornament, in delivering their Meſſage 2 or 
at beſt, of lay ing a greater ſtreſs upon theſe, - 

than on the Doctrine of the Crofs, and the 
Means of Salvation publiſhed by them? 
And indeed this Humour did prevail ſo 
much, and ſo long in that Church, (not- 


withſtanding all that St. Paul could ſay in 
this or his ad Epiſtle againſt it) and that 
in favour of Perſons much every way infe- 


riour to a Paul, a Cephas, or ani Apollos, that 
| D 2 St. Cle 
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St. Clement (a) afterwards was forced to en- 


and wiſh well to our Sion, watch againſt all 


1 Tim. g. a righteous Ballance ; by doing nothing thro 


toni. fag. 199, &c. 
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gage in the ſame Argument with them, either 1 
after, or but a little before he was made 

Biſhop of Rome. 3 

And well would it have been for us, if 

the ſame unhappy Humour had not been 

propagated down, even to theſe latter Ages * 
we ſhould probably have ſeen fewer Di 
ſtractions either in Church or State, if ſome 
had not been for a Paul, and others for a 
Cephas, ſome for an Apollos, and others, as 
they pretend, for none but Chrift ; and all 
this, upon little Prejudices, and incompetent 
Reaſons : I ſay, fewer Diſtractions in State 
as well as Church; for, however it may be 
tn other Nations, it is but tœo evident that 
in this, Diviſions in the latter have always 
had à very bad Influence on the former, 
And if fo, how carefully ſhould all they, 
who truly love the Peace of our Feruſalem, 
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appearances of this kind of Evil ; by weigh- 
ing Cauſes, and not the Perſons of Men, in 
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*creafing the number of Controverſies, eſpe- OY 


Unity and Concord, by a prudent Zeal for 2 
its Faith and Diſcipline, and a Behaviour, in - 
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| Meat in due ſeaſon. If this great Apoſtle 
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cially within, as it were, our "own. Bowes 
amongſt the Members of the ſame eftablſh- ; 

ed Church; which, like all other wikible 
Societies, can only ſtand and flouriſn by 


every Order of Men in it, void of offence 
both towards God, and towards Man ; the 


Man eſpecially of God's own right hand. 


the breath of our noſtrils, and the Anointed of Lam. 4% 
the Lord, whom, we hope, he has made ſo © 
ſtrong for himſelf, and under the ſhadow of Pal. S. 
whole wings may we long rejoyce. Which ” k 
we {hall be the more likely to do, if we 
learn, from what has been ſaid, as we eaſily 
may, in the | f 


2d place, Wherein the true Wiſdom and 
Intereſt of the Miniſters of Chriſt, in what 
Station ſoever placed in his Church, conſiſts, 
( viz.) in keeping ſteadily to their ſacred - 
Office and Employment, and in ſeeking for 
Glory and Honour no other way, but by 
being faithful to their Lord and Maſter in 
their proper Work, and conſcienciouſly In- 
duſtrious in diſpenſing to his-Family their 


had intended, or thought it decent for him 
to raiſe himſelf a Name and Reputation in 
the World, by any other Methods, no Man x 
was certainly better qualified for ſuch an 
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+), Undertaking Than he was, being brad uy it 
. *  Gamaliel, and, as appears from 
bog Paſager (4) in his Writings, well a& 
o quainted with the Learning of the Heat hel, 
And no mean Proficient in their ſeveral kinds 
6. of Wiſdom and Eloquence 3 but all theſe 
Things he laid down at the feet of a eruci-* 
fied Saviour, as well knowing that they 
were not the main Matters he was to purſue, 
tho' he might, and did. occaſionally, prefs 
them into his Service) in the difcharge of 
dis Apoſtolical Office, as 2 Minſter: 7 Ghrift, 
_ 85 a Steward of the Myſteries of God. This 
Character, he found, obliged him to lay the 
-. A520. Whole ſtreſs of his Labours, in declaring to 
2, 28. all Men the Counſel of God, for their Salvation 3 
--: mix taking heed of the Flock over which the 
Holy Ghoft had made him Overſeer, and feed- 
ing the Church of God, which. he had pur- 
aſed with his own Blood. In theſe and the 
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1 like holy Offices, he endeavoured to ſhew 
1 himſelf faithful even to the Death: This 
=. - _ was all the Wiſdom he pretended now to 
de Maſter of, and in this Way he bore up 
E ' - © Himſelf brayely againſt all Oppoſition ; and 
b | Where he could not prevent or ſilence, yet, 
 . - defpiſed the unreaſonable Cenſures of Men. 
h, that ſome Rays of this his Wiſdom 
= may ſtill continue to deſcend upon, and en- 
Hlxcsgzten his Succeſſours in general, to the End * 
f the World; that laying aſide all meexly | 
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- bumane Wiſdom, and worldly P Policy, 
in. whatſocyer Station in. his 


pleaſes Gad to place us, 8 | 
hing neceſſary, the ſaving 0 of Souls, our . . <a 
and thoſe that are committied to our Care : And, "I wt } I 
s our Apes expreſſes himſelf in anden 
place, by nk the Truth, tale 2 cor. 42. ..M 
to A. ſelves to every Man's ; $1 - 
God , knowihight - \ 
* as. it, is certaimly -- 
penſable Duty, ta ſerve Jeſus. 
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